
Port City Church - Ministry of Reconciliation – Ambassadors for Christ    Feb’18 

*Re-Cap February Series on Family 

 -God will always occupy obedience . . .your posture toward this will make all the difference 

 -Change begins with us first 

-Word to Men of the Church to continue owning the opportunity to usher in change in them, 

their homes, the church, and ultimately their community!! 

-The head of every man is Christ! – The way He rules is through YOU. . . 

-Christ first modeled this for us. . . We have to come to a place of surrender to what we 

otherwise believe is ‘OURS’. . . 

-God rejoices most when we submit to Him 

-Finally we are a part of HIS FAMILY as HIS CHILDREN!! 

 

*Diversity - Justice 

 -A word on UNITY –more than ‘can’t we all just get along?’ 

 -Natural disasters response from the community (recent hurricanes, earthquakes, fires) 

Intro – Life Story (my own struggle) 

“So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this 

way, we do so no longer.17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:[a] The old has 

gone, the new is here! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us 

the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting 

people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are 

therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on 

Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we 

might become the righteousness of God. 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 

**Ambassadors / Reconciliation 

 -Def of Ambassador / Reconciliation  

What is a ‘Theology of Diversity’? (not enough time to cover this fully)  

 -Def of Theology / Def of Diversity 

  Theology – study of the nature of God 

  Diversity –state of variety / different things 

-Most of us know what it is –preaching to the choir. . .The question is are we really willing to pay 

the cost involved with seeing it through? 

-Diversity is an interestingly ‘common’ pursuit for a number of sectors of society –Industry, 

Academia, Sports, Church/Non-profit 

 -Entities are pursuing it with a number of different strategies (rules, ratios, outside firms) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians+5&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28895a


 -Scratching the surface at best –Sillicon Valley hiring practices –a new ceiling!! (backwards) 

-Biblically not a foreign concept by any means –from Genesis (Tower of Babel) to Acts (Peter 

preaching to many different people groups) to Jesus’ own lineage having ‘other’ ethnicities 

(Ruth/Moabite) 

-Diversity is expressed/recognized in Scripture 

-God’s voice and message of hope was meant for ALL to partake in it 

-Is changing the way a room looks enough, or is there more to it? (ie. painting a room w/ mold in it) 

-It’s more than just changing the way a room looks 

 **Sad reality - RACISM – Institutional – Individual - Spiritual 

-Truth is. . .A Theology of Diversity can be found embedded in a ‘Ministry of Reconciliation’! 

 -Diversity is messy. . . 

-A word to our Anglo brothers/sisters. . . .We Need You!! 

-A word to those of us that are ‘minorities’ . . .Unity. . . 

-My concern with social media –the intensity and volume is getting raised! 

What is a ‘Ministry of Reconciliation’? 

-My ‘aha’ as a Latino . . .from the projects to college to the board room –‘living in the hyphen’ 

-I am an ambassador and my job is to bring reconciliation  

The ‘answer’ can be found in the Greatest Commandments:  “Love the Lord your God with all your 

heart, soul, mind, and strength. . .and love your neighbor as yourself.”  Mark 12:30-31 

-See we ‘get’ Loving God 

-Loving ourselves is for the most part easy  

–It’s loving others that is difficult 

--It begins in our own homes/family. . .Word on loving family – reconciliation. . . 

-Putting others before me and seeing others as God sees them! 

-This is the difference between the Eternal vs Temporal viewpoint –we have to see each 

other for the eternal 

-Theology of Diversity actually begins by us choosing to die to self in order to pursue something 

that is foreign/different than us. 

 -The closer you get to Holiness the further you get from ‘Self’  

 -Secret to a GREAT marriage 

 

 



-It’s about restoring ‘Shalom’ –‘God’s Peace’ . . .What is otherwise ‘Wrong’ to ‘Right’ 

-Diversity is more than just changing the room, it’s intentionally pursuing UNITY as a result of  

this effort. (That’s when you’ll know you’ve arrived!!) 

“Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that 

you have sent me. 22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are 

one— 23 I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will 

know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.”  John 17:21-23 

 -Diversity is more than just a strategy 

 -It’s making it a CORE Value vs an agreed upon concept!! 

 -It’s going from just having a POSTURE towards something to having a POSITION! 

 -It’s making it ‘WHY’ we do something vs ‘WHAT’ we do  --My grandma’s Chicken Mole. 

.  

3 Kinds of Church 

 -Soup –mono culture  

 -Salad –there’s variety but still individualistic 

 -Mole –flavors bleed into/compliment each other –there’s empathy –put on the skin of someone else 

So what’s your WHY? 

So where do we go from here? 

 -The conversation has to change. . .let’s be intentional 

-Lead by example. . . 

“26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called.  Not many of you were wise by 

human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose the foolish 

things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the 

strong. 28 God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are 

not—to nullify the things that are, 29 so that no one may boast before him. 30 It is because of him that 

you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our 

righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31 Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one who boasts boast in 

the Lord.”  1 Corinthians 1:26-31 

Pray. . . 


