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Obedience Demands A Transformed Life 

 

Proverbs 21:3 - The Lord is more pleased when we do what is right and just than when we offer him sacrifices. 

 

 He Prefers Obedience Over Our Outward Practices Of Worship 

 

Exodus 24:7-8 - Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it aloud to the people. Again they all 

responded, “We will do everything the Lord has commanded. We will obey.” 8 Then Moses took the blood from 

the basins and splattered it over the people, declaring, “Look, this blood confirms the covenant the Lord has 

made with you in giving you these instructions.” 

 

Matthew 23:23 - “What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you are 

careful to tithe even the tiniest income from your herb gardens, but you ignore the more important aspects of 

the law—justice, mercy, and faith. You should tithe, yes, but do not neglect the more important things.  

 

Matthew 12:6-7 - I tell you, there is one here who is even greater than the Temple! But you would not have 

condemned my innocent disciples if you knew the meaning of this Scripture: ‘I want you to show mercy, not 

offer sacrifices.’ 8 For the Son of Man is Lord, even over the Sabbath!”  

 

 God Demands Repentance And A Changed Life Along With Our Offerings 

 

Amos 5:24 - “I hate all your show and pretense—the hypocrisy of your religious festivals and solemn 

assemblies. 22 I will not accept your burnt offerings and grain offerings. I won’t even notice all your choice 

peace offerings. 23 Away with your noisy hymns of praise! I will not listen to the music of your harps. 24 Instead, 

I want to see a mighty flood of justice, an endless river of righteous living. 

 

1 Samuel 15:2-3 - This is what the Lord of Heaven’s Armies has declared: I have decided to settle accounts with 

the nation of Amalek for opposing Israel when they came from Egypt. 3 Now go and completely destroy the 

entire Amalekite nation—men, women, children, babies, cattle, sheep, goats, camels, and donkeys.” 

 

1 Samuel 15:8-9 - He captured Agag, the Amalekite king, but completely destroyed everyone else. 9 Saul and 

his men spared Agag’s life and kept the best of the sheep and goats, the cattle, the fat calves, and the lambs—

everything, in fact, that appealed to them. They destroyed only what was worthless or of poor quality.  



 

1 Samuel 15:15 - “It’s true that the army spared the best of the sheep, goats, and cattle,” Saul admitted. “But 

they are going to sacrifice them to the Lord your God. We have destroyed everything else.” 

 

1 Samuel 15:22-23 - But Samuel replied, “What is more pleasing to the Lord: your burnt offerings and sacrifices 

or your obedience to his voice? Listen! Obedience is better than sacrifice, and submission is better than offering 

the fat of rams. 23 Rebellion is as sinful as witchcraft, and stubbornness as bad as worshiping idols. So because 

you have rejected the command of the Lord, he has rejected you as king.” 

 

1) It’s An Act Of Rebellion. 

2) It’s An Act Of Idolatry. 

3) It Disrespects God’s Commands. 

4) It’s Rooted In Pleasing Others, Instead Of God. 

 

John 14:15 - If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 

 

Psalm 51:1-3 - Have mercy on me, O God, because of your unfailing love. Because of your great compassion, 

blot out the stain of my sins. 2 Wash me clean from my guilt. Purify me from my sin. 3 For I recognize my 

rebellion; it haunts me day and night. 

 

Psalm 51:16-19 - You do not desire a sacrifice, or I would offer one. You do not want a burnt offering. 17 The 

sacrifice you desire is a broken spirit. You will not reject a broken and repentant heart, O God. 18 Look with 

favor on Zion and help her; rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. 19 Then you will be pleased with sacrifices offered in 

the right spirit—with burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings. Then bulls will again be sacrificed on your 

altar. 

 


