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The Controversial Church: Itchy Ears Revisited  

 

Genesis 3:1-6 - The serpent was the shrewdest of all the wild animals the Lord God had made. One day he 

asked the woman, “Did God really say you must not eat the fruit from any of the trees in the garden?” 2 “Of 

course we may eat fruit from the trees in the garden,” the woman replied. 3 “It’s only the fruit from the tree in 

the middle of the garden that we are not allowed to eat. God said, ‘You must not eat it or even touch it; if you 

do, you will die.’” 4 “You won’t die!” the serpent replied to the woman. 5 “God knows that your eyes will be 

opened as soon as you eat it, and you will be like God, knowing both good and evil.” 6 The woman was 

convinced. She saw that the tree was beautiful and its fruit looked delicious, and she wanted the wisdom it 

would give her. So she took some of the fruit and ate it. Then she gave some to her husband, who was with her, 

and he ate it, too. 

 

1. He’s Crafty And Subtle. 

2. He Was Made By God. 

 

The Cause Of Disobedience: 

 

1) God Is A Bully, That He’s Abusing Eve. 

2) Mixed Up The Authority Of God’s Word. 

3) Disobedience Actually Has Benefits. 

 

• Satan Still Works Today As An Imitator of “Good” 

 

2 Corinthians 11:3-4, 13-14 - But I fear that somehow your pure and undivided devotion to Christ will be 

corrupted, just as Eve was deceived by the cunning ways of the serpent. 4 You happily put up with whatever 

anyone tells you, even if they preach a different Jesus than the one we preach, or a different kind of Spirit than 

the one you received, or a different kind of gospel than the one you believed…13 These people are false 

apostles. They are deceitful workers who disguise themselves as apostles of Christ. 14 But I am not surprised! 

Even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 

 

• False Teachers Wouldn’t Flourish If They Didn’t Have An Audience 

 

• Satan Knew That Once Her Mind Was Convinced, Actions Would Follow 



 

2 Corinthians 10:5 - We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of 

God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. NIV 

  

• We Lose Our Focus When We Allow Cultural Beliefs Into The Wholesome Teachings Of God’s Word 

 

❖ Syncretism - The incorporation into religious faith and practice of elements from other religions, 

resulting in a loss of integrity and assimilation to the surrounding culture. - Dictionary of Bible Themes 

 

2 Corinthians 5:17 - anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has 

begun! 

 

• Our Job Is To Guard The New Creation  

 

1 Timothy 6:3 - Some people may contradict our teaching, but these are the wholesome teachings of the Lord 

Jesus Christ. These teachings promote a godly life.   


